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October 2023 

• Feed hay as needed to allow cool-season 
pastures to accumulate forage growth for 
winter grazing.  

 
 

• Do NOT harvest or graze alfalfa fields in 
October. 

 
 

• Inventory and test each hay lot for forage 
quality value and consult a nutritionist to 
design a supplementation program as 
needed.  

 
 

• Remove ruminants from pastures that 
contain sorghum species (forage 
sorghums, sorghum-sudangrass hybrids, 
sudangrass, and johnsongrass) when frost 
is expected. Even small patches of 
johnsongrass that have been frosted can 
cause prussic acid poisoning. 

 
 

• Begin strip grazing early planted small 
grain and brassicas (turnips and rape) 
mixes by the end of this month. 

It is finally starting to feel a little 

like fall and harvest season is 

definitely here. Be sure to share 

the road with tractors and 

harvest equipment. Your drive 

might take a little longer, but at 

least everyone will be safer. Also remember, a car 

will not win in a fight against a tractor, so just be 

sure to give plenty of space to equipment that is 

on the road. 
 

The CAIP project deadline is coming up in 

November for those that were approved for CAIP 

funds, so try to work on finishing those projects 

and return all paperwork to the Clark County Soil 

and Water Conservation. 
 

Finally, come join the Clark County Extension 

Office for our Fall Festival on Saturday, October 7. 

There will be plenty of food and games for the 

family, and you will also have the opportunity to 

learn about the Clark County Extension Office!  

  

Levi Berg 
Clark County Extension Agent  
for Agriculture and Natural Resources 
levi.berg@uky.edu 
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 Middle Tennessee 
AgResearch & Education Center 
Spring Hill, TN  
 

8:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

Fayette County 
Extension Office, Lexington 
 

8:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

 
Barren County 
Extension Office, Glasgow 
 

8:30 AM — 3:30 PM 

To register for the Lexington, KY 
event, please go to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/709667 
262887?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
 

To register for the Glasgow, KY 
event, please go to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/709673 
651997?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
 

To register for the Spring Hill, TN 
event, please go to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/709676 
941837?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
 
Eventbrite will have more information 
for each location. 
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Internal parasites have been shown to impact 

animal performance and immunity. In research 

trials, weaning weights of calves burdened with 

internal parasites have been shown to be 20-35 

pounds lighter.  We are looking to learn more 

about the prevalence of internal parasites as well 

as the efficacy of products available on the 

market. Most of the anthelmintic products for 

livestock have been on the market for decades 

and concerns regarding their effectiveness have 

been mentioned. We need your help! 
 
 
 
 

A joint effort between Merck Animal Health, 

Kentucky Beef Network and Kentucky 

Cooperative Extension is looking for 100-120 

farms to participate in a Fecal Egg Count 

Reduction Test (FECRT) in beef cattle this fall. 

Several producers participated in the effort this 

spring and will participate again this fall. We are 

looking for an additional 20-30 farms. 
 
 
 
 

Who can participate? 
 

We are looking to gather more information on 

growing cattle this fall. This includes calves that 

will be weaned and held for at least 14 days, 

backgrounding/stocker operations that are 

buying in calves this fall, and those developing 

heifers for replacements. We can sample mature 

cows as well if you have them on the farm. 
 
 
 
 
 

How many animals are needed? 
 

There  must  be  at  least  20 animals in a group.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These animals must stay together in a group for 

at least 14 days after they are dewormed. We 

cannot collect samples from 15 calves and 5 

cows to reach the 20 samples needed. 
 
 
 
 

What’s involved? 
 

Fecal samples need to be collected from at least 

20 different animals immediately before being 

treated for internal parasites. Then exactly 14 

days later, 20 fecal samples from different 

animals are collected to examine the difference 

in fecal egg counts between PRE and POST 

treatment. Samples can be grabbed from freshly 

excreted fecal pats in the pasture, this works 

well for POST samples. Samples are sent to the 

lab for counting and results are sent to you/your 

agent.   
 
 
 

What does it cost? 
 

Nothing, the service is free except for your time 

and the money spent to purchase the product 

you will use. Since we are not purchasing 

product, you can use any product of your choice. 
 
 
 

What do I do next if I am 
interested in participating? 
 

If you wish to participate, contact the Clark 

County Extension Office (859-744-4682) and 

speak to Levi Berg, Agriculture & Natural 

Resource Agent, at least three weeks before you 

plan to work cattle.  

- Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  

- Michelle Arnold, Associate Professor, University of Kentucky  

Photo by Matt Barton 





 



 

USDA NRCS in Kentucky Announces Application 
Cut-Off      Period for the 

2024 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
will be November 3, 2023 

 
 

The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Kentucky is encouraging landowners, farmers 
and producers to visit their local NRCS office now to receive information and apply for conservation  technical 
assistance and possible funding opportunities. 
 
 

The application process for NRCS’s conservation programs is continuous, but funding selections for specific 
programs are made throughout the year. For the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Kentucky 
NRCS has announced    that applications for assistance received by November 3, 2023, will be evaluated   and 
considered for funding.  
 
 

New for Fiscal Year 2024, Kentucky NRCS will be utilizing ACT NOW to process conservation applications in 
eight fund accounts to deliver a conservation product to EQIP applicants faster.  New and existing 
applications received prior to October 3, 2023, thru November 3, 2023, which meet program eligibility 
requirements and the minimum ranking score threshold in one of the ACT NOW fund accounts identified 
below will be selected for immediate funding until designated funds are depleted.  Selections will be made 
weekly beginning October 3, 2023.  Any applicants competing in one of the ACT NOW accounts who do not 
meet the minimum ranking score threshold will be evaluated for funding with all other applications after the 
March 8, 2024, ranking deadline as funds allow. 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EQIP is a conservation program that provides financial and technical assistance to   farmers and ranchers who 
face threats to soil, water, air, and related natural resources on their land. Through EQIP, NRCS develops 
contracts with agricultural producers to voluntarily implement conservation practices. Persons engaged in 
livestock or agricultural production and owners of non-industrial private forestland  are eligible for this program. 
Eligible land includes cropland, pastureland, private non-industrial forestland, and other farm or ranch lands. 
 
 

In Fiscal Year 2023, NRCS in Kentucky provided over $28 million in EQIP financial assistance to assist private 
land users to address natural resource issues on their land. 
 
 

For more information about EQIP or the other programs offered by NRCS, visit us on the web at www.ky.nrcs.usda.gov 
or contact your local NRCS service center at http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

• Urban High Tunnel Initiative – Minimum ranking threshold  = 30 

• Fayette County Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative – Minimum ranking threshold  = 30 

• Conservation Planning Activities – Minimum ranking threshold  = 40 

• Organic Initiative – Minimum ranking threshold  = 20 

• Limited Resource Producer – Minimum ranking threshold  = 20 

• Socially Disadvantaged Producer – Minimum ranking threshold  =  20 

• SEKESH – Minimum ranking threshold  =  30 

• Wildlife – Minimum ranking threshold  =  20 

• Season Extension Production Initiative Minimum ranking threshold = 50 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ky/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.ky.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

