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It seems like the heat of summer is 
not letting up any time soon, but 
now is really a time to be thinking 
about planting your grass pastures 
and hay fields for the fall. Start 
thinking about the process of 
controlling weeds, choosing grass 
types, purchasing seed, fertilizing, 

and planting. However, the first step should always be 
a soil sample. Our office will gladly send off your soil 
samples, so you know exactly which nutrients need to 
be added. Plus, fall is a great time to sample your 
fields because the results turn around times are 
usually shorter than in the spring.  In this newsletter, 
you will find information about August forage tips, 
stockpiling fescue pastures, cattle market update, and 
upcoming programs in the area. As always, please 
feel free to contact the Clark County Extension Office 
if you have agricultural or natural resources 
questions! 

 

• Continue grazing available summer 
annuals (millets, sorghum/Sudangrass, 
crabgrass, etc.) 

 

• Apply 40-60 lb N/acre to stimulate 
summer annual regrowth.  

 

• Identify fescue pastures for stockpiling. 
Choose pastures that are well drained, 
have a strong sod, and have not been 
overgrazed.  

 

• Soil test pastures to determine fertility 
needs. 

 

• Using UK variety trial results, select 
varieties to plant in the fall and order 
seed.  

 

• Use a designated sacrifice lot to feed 
livestock hay and supplements as you 
wait for drought stressed pastures to 
reocsets in and no forage is available for 
grazing.  
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Good pasture management can help extend the grazing 
season further into the fall and early winter. Take 
advantage of good growing conditions to obtain high-
quality pasture for late fall and early winter grazing. 
Stockpiling helps broaden the pasture season for the cow 
herd, reduces feed and labor costs by lowering the 
amount of hay needed and provides an ideal location for 
the beef cow herd to winter and calve.  
 
It’s easy to begin to stockpile. Simply take cattle off 
pastures in late summer, apply nitrogen fertilizer and 
allow grass to accumulate growth through late fall.  Then, 
put cattle on the pasture one section at a time until 
they’ve finished grazing the whole field. 
 
Take soil samples for analyses to determine pasture 
requirements for phosphorus, potassium and lime. You’ll 
need this information to renovate with clover in the spring. 
 
Tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass are the best grasses 
to stockpile in Kentucky. Both retain green color and 
forage quality late into winter, are somewhat resistant to 
low temperatures and form a good sod. Tall fescue 
produces more fall and winter growth than Kentucky 
bluegrass. 
 
Nitrogen and moisture are critical to successfully 
stockpiling grasses. 
 
Apply nitrogen in mid-August. Topdress at the rate of 40 
to 60 pounds of actual nitrogen per acre for Kentucky 
bluegrass. Use 40 to 100 pounds of actual nitrogen per 
acre on tall fescue. 
 

Numerous studies show wise fertilizer use and timing 
results in high yields during fall and early winter. Tall 
fescue crude protein and digestibility are better during fall 
and early winter than at any other time of the year. 
 
Yields can be very good when water is available during 
the stockpiling period. Tall fescue can produce two tons of 
dry matter up to late November. With adequate water, 
producers can achieve 25 pounds of dry matter for each 
pound of nitrogen used. 
 
After frost, let cattle graze grass-legume fields quickly 
before plants deteriorate. Then, put animals on the 
stockpiled grass fields. For the most efficient use of 
stockpiled fields, establish a strip grazing system by using 
a temporary electric fence to section off areas of the field. 
The first grazing area should have water and mineral 
sources. When animals have grazed this area, move the 
fence to open a new strip. Repeat this process until the 
entire field has been grazed.  
 
Stockpiled grass is an excellent choice for fall-calving 
cows because it can be used to meet high nutritional 
needs after calving and during the breeding season. 
Grazing stockpiled grasses may offer the most benefit to 
spring-calving cows in thin body condition during the 
fall.  Growing, weaned cattle can be grazed on stockpiled 
fescue. Using stockpiled grasses helps lower feed costs 
when backgrounding cattle.  
 
For more information about pasture management and other 
topics, contact the Clark County Cooperative Extension Service 
at 859-744-4682. 

Source: Ray Smith, UK Plant and Soil Sciences Professor 

  

Haybuster 10’ wide Great Plains 7’ wide 

The Clark County Conservation District currently has two seed drills 
(see pictures below) that are available for rent at a rate of $55 per day 
or $5.50 per acre. 
 

 

The District recently purchased a 500 gallon boomless pull type sprayer (see picture below) that is 
available for rent at a rate of $50 a day plus a $16 container of liquid tank cleaner.  

For more information about 

availability, contact the Clark 

County Conservation District 

Office at (859) 744-2322. 

Boomless Pull Type Sprayer 



By:  Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 

The feeder cattle market has been on a tear since 

fall of 2022. In most markets, heavy feeders are 

selling for $30 to $50 per more than they were in the 

4th quarter and the price improvement in calf 

markets has been even greater than that. The 

August CME© feeder cattle futures contract that 

was trading below $200 per cwt in early fall is now 

trading in the mid-$230’s. There is much reason for 

optimism as many profit opportunities exist in the 

current environment. But sharp price increases can 

also create challenges for producers, and I wanted 

to specifically discuss one of these challenges that 

came up last week as I was having lunch with a 

friend of mine that works in the agricultural lender 

sector. 

 
 

While there are several price risk management 

strategies that can be employed by cattle producers, 

some of those strategies involve potential for margin 

calls. And a lot of margin can be needed when 

markets make major runs like the cattle markets 

have been doing. This can create a significant 

challenge for producers that assumed a short 

futures position (or wrote a call option) as part of 

their marketing plan. Sure, much of this will be 

recouped when cattle are eventually sold on the 

higher market. But the short-term liquidity strain can 

be a serious problem and is compounded today by 

much higher interest rates on borrowed money. I 

wanted to share a few thoughts on this situation that 

are applicable this year, and in future years. 

 
 

First, farmers should have a fully transparent 

relationship with their lender. If a farmer’s risk 

management plan involves potential for margin 

calls, the lender should be aware of that from the 

start so that capital access can be discussed. While 

it may not be possible to plan for all possible 

scenarios, examining the impact of major market 

moves is important. Evaluating the effect of 

declining prices may be commonplace, but 

walking through rising price scenarios is also 

important due to possible liquidity concerns when 

margin potential exists.  
 

Secondly, producers should at least consider risk 

management strategies that do not involve the 

potential for margin. Forward contracts 

immediately come to mind and are used by 

some. But they can be pretty elusive in volatile 

times as buyers are hesitant to price far in 

advance. Put options and LRP insurance would 

also fall in this category as they allow a producer 

to have some downward price protection, while 

retaining upside potential. Premium is paid in both 

cases, but no margin is required as markets move. 

 
 

Producers should also remember that there are 

ways to move out of a marginable position and into 

something different if conditions necessitate doing 

so. For example, someone with a short futures 

position could offset that position and purchase a 

put option or LRP insurance. And the price floor set 

would be reflective of the current, stronger market. 

Shifting to one of these strategies will require 

premium to be paid but will eliminate the potential 

for future margin calls. These strategies also have 

the added advantage of allowing the producer to 

capitalize if prices continue to rise, which they were 

unable to do with the short futures position. 
 
 

Finally, producers that like the more solid downside 

price protection that comes from a short futures 

position, could also consider a synthetic put. An 

example of this would be keeping the short futures 

position but combining it with a call option. Premium 

is paid on the call option, but this also allows the 

producer to capitalize on rising prices as he/she 

gains on the call. Plus, as the call option becomes 

more valuable that works to offset the margin 

expense to some extent. 

 
 

To be clear, there is nothing wrong with utilizing a 

risk management strategy that involves margin. In 

fact, there is good merit in many of those strategies. 

I like to say that if a farmer is not leaving money on 

the table occasionally, they are probably taking too 

much risk. However, I do think that producers 

should consider all risk management tools at their 

disposal, including those that do not carry potential 

for margin calls. And most importantly, they should 

fully think through the implications of major market 

swings in both directions. 

 







 

 

Register by clicking on the following link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beef-bash-2023-tickets-653214491127  
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